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; The experts writing in this volume conclude that slowing
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TRANSACTIONS ! population growth is essential if the world's poor are to be lifted
Q{H,Elﬁ“i'f;“3 out of poverty, and if the next generations are to live in a

biologically sustainable economy. Coming from many disciplines,
the authors emphasize how the size, rate of growth and age
structure of the human population interact with many other key
factors, from environmental change - including atmospheric
pollution - to conflict and the breakdown of governance.

Fortunately, the assumption that people must become richer or
better educated before they have fewer children is being replaced
by a clearer understanding of the many barriers that separate
women from the knowledge and technologies they need to
manage the size of their family. When these barriers are removed,
family size falls even in poor, illiterate communities. Conversely,
as a result of lost attention to family planning since the 1990s, the
projection for the population of several countries in 2050 has been
raised (eg in Kenya from 54 to 83 million).

Investment in family planning and education interact synergistically. It is therefore imperative that
attention be given to the large and growing unmet need for family planning.

Subscribers to Philosophical Transactions B can access this issue online at:
rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/site/2009/population_growth.xhtml

Non-subscribers can purchase the print issue at the specially reduced price shown above.
To place an order at the discounted price, please send payment by cheque (made payable to
Portland Customer Services) or by Visa or MasterCard (quoting reference TB 1532) to:

Portland Customer Services, Commerce Way, Colchester CO2 8HP, UK
Tel: +44 (0)1206 796351 Email: sales@portland-services.com

For information on related issues of the journal, please visit
rstb.royalsocietypublishing.org/info/environment-evolution
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Mo 2001). For further information on our biological science journals, please visit
THE ROYAL royalsocietypublishing.org/info/biological-sciences
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